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Hector attended McKay from 2006-2010 where he engaged in several activities including baseball, cheerleading, and
student government (as the spirit officer that planned and hosted pep rallies and other events); around this time he started
to breakdance competitively as well, and at one point became a semi-finalist in a National essay contest. During his senior
year at McKay, he started an internship at the Boys & Girls club.

After graduation, Hector attended Chemeketa Community College and was hired as a part-time employee at the Boys and
Girls Club, where he started to work his way up the ranks, becoming a branch manager within a couple of years. Hector
then left Chemeketa and the Club to transfer to Portland State University. During his time at PSU, Hector continued to
compete in breakdancing, up and down the West Coast, and he founded and became the first president of the Portland
State Hip-Hop Alliance, a club that hosts classes and competitive events. During this time, he also became interested in
computers and learned to build and repair them; he built his first computer in 2015.

Hector graduated in 2017 with a Bachelor's in Communication, and shortly after became employed at CASA of Oregon, a
non-profit organization that helps low-income, low-resource families with asset building and housing. He started as an
assistant/specialist for the E3 IDA program, and was soon promoted to program manager, after the previous manager's
departure. As a side-effect of running this program, he developed a deep interest in personal finance and began learning
to invest in stocks, cryptocurrencies, and art, and has also started teaching those around him how to start investing and
about personal finance in general. Along with running the E3 IDA program in it's entirety, Hector is also the part-time IT
manager at the organization, and he manages and repairs the organization's computers and other hardware, and
maintains the organization's server and network.

As a side-project where he is able to practice and utilize both his communication/writing skills and tech knowledge, Hector
started a computer hobby related Instagram page and website, which currently has over 10,000 followers, and has begun
to gain partnerships with computer product companies; he writes product reviews and articles about the hobby. He is
contemplating turning it into a side business, but is still assessing whether he wants to commit the time and effort to do so.

Hector is currently still at CASA of Oregon, and is constantly learning more about tech, personal finance, social
media/communication, racial equity and politics, art and many more subjects; he has taken up photography in recent
months, and he is also preparing to start investing in real estate, as he is currently searching for a duplex or triplex to
eventually turn it into a rental property. Once Hector is ready to move on from CASA of Oregon, he is wanting to find a
career that enables him to utilize several of his skills, interests, and his creativity; either in the non-profit, or tech related
sectors.

"I'm a very curious person, I've always enjoyed learning; I think it has helped me a ton in life,

and will continue to help me exponentially as I learn more! So many things fascinate me, and I

want to continue to improve my current skills and knowledge, while picking up more along the

way; I suppose I aspire to become a polymath. I believe it is continually becoming more

valuable to have expertise in multiple subjects in this tech-influenced society!"

HECTOR MART INEZ
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**Anayeli Franco Torres, RN, BSN, MPH**
**Clinical Educator**
**Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Center**
Anayeli Franco is a proud member of the McKay High School graduate class of 2008. Having only been in
the US for a year before high school, Anayeli started out attending English as a Second Language (ESL)
classes. She quickly made her way into AP European History and Honors English, among others. Her
favorite memories are from the many art and health classes she took with Mr. House and Mrs. McGregor
respectively.

It was during the healthcare careers class with Mrs. McGregor that her love for healthcare was born. After
school, Anayeli attended a certified nursing assistant (CNA) training offered for free through the class. Upon
completion, she worked as a CNA at an adult nursing home during weekends and school breaks. After
graduation, Anayeli pursued her bachelor’s degree at the University of Portland with the support of the
Gates Millennium Scholars Program.

Working as a CNA, Anayeli experienced the huge need for Spanish speaking and culturally aware nurses in
Oregon. At the University of Portland, she majored in nursing and Spanish. During her second year, she
studied abroad for a semester in Granada, Spain. Upon graduation, Anayeli worked at the Virginia Garcia
Clinic in Beaverton, where she provided primary care for those most vulnerable. The experience reaffirmed
her commitment to health equity and desire to do more. After two years working as a Registered Nurse
(RN), Anayeli decided to pursue further education in order to better serve those communities in need.

Anayeli attended Columbia University, NY in 2014 while being in a long-distance marriage. It was one of the
most challenging experiences of her life. During her work at the Mailman School of Public Health, she
served as lead TA for the research methods class and worked as a research assistant for various studies.
She completed her thesis project in the Dominican Republic Diabetes Institute. During her work there, she
explored the link between education, diabetes, and foot infections. The project deliverables included
“charlas educativas,” which focused on developing registered nurses in the island to provide diabetes
education to patients in order to prevent infections and amputations. In recognition for her outstanding work,
Anayeli was awarded the Population and Family Health Academic Excellence Award.

Anayeli graduated with a Master’s degree in Public Health in 2016. Since then, she’s continued to work

in leadership and managerial positions in various community health centers in Oregon that care for

underserved groups. She currently works at Virginia Garcia as a Clinical Educator, finally fulfilling her

dream of coming back to this organization to help create more equitable healthcare delivery system.

Anayeli attributes her success to her interdisciplinary background and to pushing past fear to find

learning opportunities. She particularly enjoys challenging herself to strengthen personal skills that

need work so that she can become the truest, most authentic version of herself.

ANAYEL I  FRANCO
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Carlos Ruiz graduated from Mckay in 2001. His high school career was defined by much
more than academics; he was very active on the Track and Cross Country teams (and
actually still holds the mile record at McKay!) Athletics were, aside from a natural passion, a
way for him to stay engaged on the route to college. His success as a runner took him to
meets across the country, and he attributes much of his drive to the discipline that long
distance running required. Upon graduating, he went on to Willamette University for his
undergraduate career, where he also ran Track and Cross Country for 4 years. 

Carlos was the first in his family of six to attend a 4-year university. He was born in
Michoacán, México and moved to the states as a middle schooler, knowing little English and
much less about navigating the educational system in the U.S. The day he moved into the
Willamette University dorms was an emotional day for his entire family; even though he'd
only be a short drive away, it represented a big milestone in his personal trajectory. His
experience paved the way for his younger brother and sisters to pursue higher education,
and he always envisioned himself in a profession that would allow him to do the same for his
wider community. 

After Willamette University, Carlos went on to pursue his Masters in Teaching at George Fox
University, and started his career as a Spanish teacher at West Salem High School. Now, he
is in his fourth year as Assistant Principal at North Salem High School, where his students
and colleagues inspire him daily. The transition from teaching to administration has allowed
him to really focus on making a change in the education system at the structural level. 

Carlos lives in Salem with his wife and two children (Fernanda and Tomás), who keep him

very busy in the best way possible. To this day, he continues to run long distance

(sometimes competitively!) as a way to connect with himself and the outdoors, and he is

always grateful to everyone at McKay who was part of the beginning of his journey.

CARLOS RU IZ
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Chuya graduated from Mckay in 2006. It was through a year-long elective
course focused on education that was taught by her English teacher, Mr
Wilson, that she discovered her passion for the classroom during her junior
year. The relationships that she built with her high school teachers were
crucial to her success then, and later on. As a high school teacher herself
now, this is something she seeks to mirror with her own students.

After graduating from Mckay, she attended Willamette University. There, she
majored in History and Spanish, two subjects she knew she would be
interested in teaching later on. She was a member of Pi Beta Phi and studied
abroad in Murcia, Spain for a semester her junior year. She went on to
complete her Masters in Teaching at the University of Portland, before
moving the Bay Area to begin her teaching career.

She currently teaches Spanish for native speakers at a small high school in
Richmond, CA, where she has been teaching for 9 years. Much like her own
high school teachers did, she puts relationships with her students at the
center of work because she knows how critical that is, particularly for first-
generation students. She loves the community that she serves and can relate
to the stories of her students. Though teaching is very draining and
demanding, seeing the growth that her students make during their 4 years of
high school and hearing about their success stories beyond makes it all worth
it. There is no job more rewarding than this one!

She lives in San Francisco with her partner and enjoys traveling abroad

during her teacher time off.

MAR IA  RU IZ
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